Notes for ISCA Life Groups from Sunday 23rd February 2011
Journey of Daniel

What can you remember from last Sunday? What stayed especially in your mind? 
1. Daniel was a man who gave God the first place in his life whatever other circumstances looked like. He was ready to give things up if they hindered him in obeying God. He even dared to disobey the king because of his trust in God. 

Mention things that you have ‘given up’ because you put God first.
How hard is it for you to trust God when your faith leads you into challenges?

· Take some time to pray for each other that God will give you the trust and courage to stand up for your faith.

2. Daniel had the courage to go to the kings and tell them the true meaning of their dreams. He didn’t hesitate to tell the truth even when it was bad news.

Do you know situations where you haven’t done God’s will because of fear?


How did you feel afterwards?


· Pray for courage to tell other people God’s news and your faith - even when it is bad news - without being afraid.

3. Daniel was a very humble man. He prayed to God in a regular and disciplined way as well as in ‘times of crisis.’ He never took things into his own hands alone; he trusted God and therefore sought His perspective on all things. 

Reflect on your prayer life, daily prayer times and how much time you spend with God. Do you actually take time for prayer? What takes over and ‘steals’ prayer time? 

· Agree as a group how we could hold one another to greater account for maintaining our prayer life.  Identify a few ways of encouraging one another.

4. Daniel was a prophetic messenger for God. It was a very special gift from God that he put to good use even in the most challenging of circumstances. 

· Tell the group about some of the gifts you know God has given to you and what your motivations are for me using these gifts.

5. The story of Daniel spans a long period of time through which Daniel went from a place of high responsibility under one king to one of little recognition under another and finally to a place of recall a good number of years later when he was considerably older.

How do we respond if we feel we have been sidelined overlooked or made redundant?

Could it be a season of recall in any of the lives of your group members?

· Pray for one another that we will fulfil all that God equips us and calls us to do.

