JOSIAH – The God Chaser

2 Chronicles 34 & 35

Notes for Life group study

1. Read 2 Chron. 34:1-7. 
(a) Discuss the implication of “while he was still young, he began to seek the God of his father David.”  (v3). What does that look like for us today?

(b) Josiah began to destroy altars of Baal etc (v.4-7). We noted that a real problem of the day was that “Even while these people were worshiping the LORD, they were serving their idols.” (2 Kings 17:41). Is it possible for us to fall into this trap?  
N.b. This is a really live problem when Hindus come to Jesus in India, sometimes takes a time for them to get rid of their household gods – is there an equivalent for us in the west? 
2. Read v. 8-13
(a) Josiah was determined to put the worship of God in its rightful place – hence the cleansing of the temple.  In the light of 1 Cor.6:19: “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit”, discuss the implications of Josiah’s actions for us.

(b) Note the faithfulness of the workers, and the financial provision for the work. Reflect on how God loves faithfulness and generosity in His kingdom.

3. Read v 13-22

The Word of God had obviously fallen into disuse, but when they found the Pentateuch, Josiah took it very seriously, including consulting a prophetess. How seriously do we take the Scriptures? Share with each other any system of regular reading you practice; be inspired to get more out of the scriptures, and if necessary set goals for increased reading (New years resolution perhaps?!)

I think this is as much as you will get through, but if you do have more time, read on, and discuss the message that came to Josiah through the prophetess Huldah. Pray for one another about the issues discussed.

God bless

Norman
