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FIVE IN FOCUS

Sharing our faith with our acquaintances

Discuss these two questions in your group for a few minutes each:

· What do we mean by acquaintances?

· How do we make acquaintances?

My “Sphere of Influence”

· We have divided this into four loose categories – we could think of more of course but this is to get you started.

· In the spaces below, write down the names of as many friends and acquaintances as you can who are not yet Christians.  Where you live, think about extended family and neighbours.  Don’t forget staff in local businesses, people on the church fringe, etc.  “Play” includes sports, hobbies, etc.

Spend up to 5 minutes on this, working quietly on your own.
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Sharpening your focus

· Choose five people from your chart for whom you would like to pray.  Take some moments to pray now and talk with God about this.  
· Write their names in the boxes below.

· Imagine Isca Church is planning to run a good quality event specifically to inform people about Christianity. 


It is designed for people who aren’t Christians; it won’t be cringe laden, but topical – suitable for sceptics as well as those who are interested; it will be in a venue that would not threaten or embarrass any of your acquaintances.

· What would be some possible “next steps” to increase your contact with each of these people?  Fill these ideas in the chart below.  (Take up to 5 minutes)

· Now pair up with someone and pray for the five people you have named.  (Take up to 10 minutes)

	My top five names


	Possible “next steps” that would increase contact or ways I could talk with them about Jesus

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


A challenge

· Who do you think God wants to use to reach the people whose names you placed in your “Sphere of Influence” diagram? Might you be one of God’s agents for this task? Do you think God might have been involved in putting you in contact with the people you meet every day?

· What would Colossians 4:2-6 have to say in answer to these questions?

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. Be wise in the way you act towards outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. [Colossians 4:2-6]

· Pray regularly for the five people whose names you have written down.

· Complete a “Five in Focus” prayer card. Write the names of your “top five” in the space provided; put the card where you will see it every day; and pray for the people named:
1. For the Holy Spirit to draw them to Jesus.

2. For God to show you what “next step” they need to make and how you could help them take that step.
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