ACTS 3

Setting the scene: Peter and John are able to do the kind if things that Jesus did by calling on the NAME OF JESUS. In His authority, they experience the miracle of the healing of the lame man. This was a gracious act of physical healing.

This witness of the first Christians brought them into conflict with the Jewish leaders and in awe of the ordinary people in the crowd, who had seen the man they had known, who was lame from birth, ‘leap for joy’. Peter wanted to direct the crowd to understanding that it was a miracle from God and not them. Peter speaks out about the Jews who had seen Jesus and had him crucified, however they could repent of their sins and turn again to God and receive spiritual healing. 

v16 ‘by faith in…’  ‘and by faith that comes through him…’

Discuss this in your group. Who’s faith is Peter speaking about? Is it the lame man? Is it Peter’s or John’s? Why is faith important in the situation these two early Christians find themselves?

How easy do we find it to reach out the hand as Peter did and expect Jesus to do a miracle? Does anyone in the group have a personal experience to share to encourage others? 

What is the importance about following up with the message about ‘who healed’ and ‘who Jesus is’, after a person receives physical healing?

WORSHIP
As an act of worship, let’s give praise to God for His love and gracious mercy for the healing that comes through the authority He has invested in Jesus His son

Pray for each other that faith will rise in us, as it did for Peter and John when they saw the lame man and reached out the hand of love and compassion, and spoke the good news of Jesus.

Pray that the Holy Spirit will guide you with a heart full of faith for miracles that give glory to God.
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