ABRAHAM’S JOURNEY [Sunday 31st October 2010]: Notes for Lifegroups
(1) Preparation

Abraham’s story is told from Genesis 11:27 to Genesis 25:10. This is too much to read in one evening, but if you are able to go over it before the Lifegroup meets that would help with item 2 (below)
(2)  Summary

We characterise Abraham’s story as a journey of … obedience, transformation, perspective.

· As a group briefly go over Abraham’s story (Genesis 12 – 25) identifying, where you can, the moments of obedience, the evidence of transformation, and the places where his perspective changes.

· Abraham makes mistakes! Are they more to do with lack of perspective (not seeing what God wants)? Are they more to do with lack of character (not doing what God wants)?

· Which of these two are each of us most in need of at present? Concrete examples of current real-life situations would be useful to everyone.

(3) Obedience

Although Obedience-Transformation-Perspective all linked: Obedience is the first step

· How can we grow in obedience? (Deliberately huge and ‘fuzzy’ question!)

· What do you think about ‘throwing caution to the wind’?

Romans 8:31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?
(4) Transformed perspective and actions

The process of being on the journey is important in its own right … because reaching the spiritual destination requires continuous and incremental transformation.
The transforming is outlined in Romans 12:

Romans 12:1-2:

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
We cannot equate the physical journey Abraham takes with the physical journey(s) we are on. We cannot even make one-for-one comparisons with Abraham’s spiritual journey. But we can see from Abraham’s story what sort of journey(s) God calls his people to undertake. Where possible discuss how we are doing on our own transformational journeys:

· What spiritual destination are each of us being called to?

· How can we help and support one another to follow Jesus?

· Pray for each other (as below or as appropriate)

Ephesians 3:16-19: I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

