Isca Discipleship Training Course Groups

Money

Review:

Have a think through your time as a group on our DTC. We’ve covered many significant topics, so can you identify anything that you have learned directly or indirectly along the way? Perhaps have a look back through your notes and/or journal. Anything to do with God, Father, Son, Holy Spirit, but also in our relationships, and our life choices relating to simplicity, God’s world or the poor for example?

Each share examples of where your attitudes and actions are now positively different then pray, giving thanks to God for these things and invite the Holy Spirit to reveal more of God’s heart to each of us for this session.

Introduction
Jesus had more to say about money and possessions than any other single subject in all of his teaching: 

He builds on the understanding from the Hebrew Scriptures of tithes (the 10% obligatory requirement) and offerings (gifts where generosity has room).

Readings

Ecclesiastes 5:10-15, Words of Solomon

10 Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. 
       This too is meaningless. 

 11 As goods increase, so do those who consume them. And what benefit are they to the owner except to feast his eyes on them? 

 12 The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether he eats little or much, but the abundance of a rich man permits him no sleep. 

 13 I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm of its owner, 

 14 or wealth lost through some misfortune, so that when he has a son there is nothing left for him. 

 15 Naked a man comes from his mother's womb, and as he comes, so he departs. 

       He takes nothing from his labor that he can carry in his hand. 

In what ways do we see wisdom in this poetry?

Matthew 6:19-24

 19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 22"The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. 23But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 

 24"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.

Open heart surgery! (Be brave here folks!)
Debt: Many of us have experienced “owing” or being in debt at some point. Why might we get into debt? How does it feel? Does anyone in the group have debts at present? How much of a worry are they? Can anything be done to help those who may be struggling? 


Resources: Each work out roughly what your total monthly God given income is. 

(If you are part of a couple or family you may need to make a joint calculation for this bit). 

Include everything you can think of.

Giving: Work out how much of it you regularly tithe/give away?

Discuss: Describe how you feel on completing this exercise to the rest of the group.

Pray for one another:  That we will all be willing tithe givers and demonstrate we are disciples of Jesus through our generosity.

Group Activity - An Offering: Draw up a list of all the things or people that between you members of your group support practically and/or financially.

Pray over that list, listening to God and giving thanks for these people and ministries. Is he saying anything to you about any of them or another ‘cause’? Decide on one or more of them to make a group gift to. Then have a collection here & now. Arrange for someone to pass the gift on. Remember God loves a cheerful giver!

Finally Make a note in your journal of any actions, individual and as a group, you are going to carry out.
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