
DTC: The Poor - Small Group Notes

As with Sunday’s talk, we will be looking both at the poor in our own community of Exeter and elsewhere in the wider global community.

The poor in our community

What does good news to the poor look like in our local area? As Isca continues its involvement in the community of Beacon Heath, what do you think good news would be to that community? 

Run a skills audit in your group. What skills are in your group that you could offer to the people of Beacon Heath? For instance, could you offer childcare, practical assistance through Lend-a-hand, financial advice, a spare car to offer lifts? What skills do you think we have in Isca that could bring good news to Beacon Heath? 

“To bring good news to the poor”

Jesus was the living embodiment of good news to the poor. He told them that they were blessed (Luke 6:20), he brought them healing (see New Testament!), loved them and gave them hope.

As a disciple, a follower of Jesus, how well do you follow His example? Be honest - where do you think you have brought good news to the poor?

Actions to consider

· How could you help local organisations in Exeter that serve the poor: do you have time, resources or money that you could share? For instance can you offer something to Lend-a-hand or Crossline?

· Seek out ways to use the skills you identified in the skills audit above

· Get involved in the next elections - ask your local council candidates and prospective parliamentary candidates what they offer the poor of Exeter.

The global poor

We live in a ‘global’ society now and our decisions have an effect on poor communities around the world. As I mentioned on Sunday, the poor make our clothes, grow our vegetables, grow our coffee and tea etc. As consumers we have power to purchase either from suppliers that will benefit the poor or suppliers that won’t. How much thought have you given to this - are there ways you could spend your money on products that will benefit the poor?

It has become fashionable to ‘bargain shop’, our society celebrates jeans that cost £4 or a top for a £1 but is bargain shopping the right thing to do? Would Jesus only shop in charity shops?!  Consider the way we consume... do we need all we buy?  Could we buy differently e.g. Fairtrade, second hand, ethically sourced i.e. companies paying fair wages...?

Actions to consider

· Are there international organisations you could support financially or practically?

· Visit the retailers and supermarkets where you do your food or clothes shopping and ask what policies they have for the treatment of the staff who prepare the food/clothes.

· Get a copy of The Good Shopping Guide, which gives an ethical rating to many retailers and producers of various goods - helpful in making informed decisions as a consumer!

· Investigate the policies of your bank or your insurance provider, use www.yourethicalmoney.org if you can, and see whether you are comfortable with where your money is going.

Prayer points

Please pray for the poor of Exeter, for those at the sharp end, sleeping rough or facing homelessness, that their lives would be redeemed. Pray for the work of Lend-a-hand and the Community Life Group, that they would bring good news to those in need.

Please also pray for the global poverty around us, and for the big supermarkets and retailers - that they would make righteous decisions in the way they conduct themselves. Pray for our world leaders, that they would make just decisions for the poor and not exploit them.

