DTC ‘Church’ -  group notes

‘If you find the perfect church, don’t join or it will no longer be perfect!’ 

Share your ideas of what church means to you. Are there any areas in which you feel our church could be more to you or in which you could be more to the others in the church? Can you help on any of the rotas, for instance? Ask for God’s strength for us to be willing to give as well as to receive within the church.

‘We are family’ 

Read Matt 19.29.  In cases where members of your family are not yet believers, honestly assess if you hold your brothers and sisters in Christ as high or more highly than your ‘blood relations’.  Do you think you should? 

What areas of conflict exist between blood-family and Christ-family- e.g. time commitments, pastimes pursued? Pray for wisdom from God’s Spirit to handle these circumstances with love and compassion.

‘I love humanity; it’s people I can’t stand!’

Last year a man in Wisconsin was convicted of ‘reckless homicide’ because he prayed instead of seeking medical care for his 11 year old daughter. She died of undiagnosed diabetes. He said “If I go to the doctor, I am putting the doctor before God”.

Recently, the Ugandan government has been considering new legislation that allegedly was influenced by visiting American Christian preachers. The new law would make homosexual activity punishable by life imprisonment or the death penalty.

Often we find people who consider themselves Christians but with whom we might disagree. Often these disagreements are minor or at least not on issues which are central to our faith. But sometimes they can have important consequences for the ways in which we behave towards one another or within society.

Discuss any issues in the Church (globally, nationally or within our own fellowship) that have caused you personally some disquiet because of differing viewpoints between self-described believers.  Is the answer to label them as ‘not-really-Christians’? Are there other ways of approaching these issues? Pray together over any disagreements which currently cause you concern. Pray that God may forgive the disunities in the body of Christ that we tolerate. Give thanks for the unity with diversity which exists within the world-wide Church.

Church around the world

In August 2009 The Guardian reported that 6 Christians were burnt alive in the Punjabi village of Gojra, in eastern Pakistan., when hundreds of Muslims attacked and looted their homes, sparked by rumours that pages from the Qur’an had been desecrated. Local media reported there had been exchanges of gunfire between Christian and Muslim communities.

Spend a few moments reflecting on the sufferings of Christians in some countries today. Pray for them to know the grace and presence of God in their circumstances and for them to be able to respond to persecution in an appropriate manner. Pray, too, for the work of organisations such as Open Doors which seek to support them.

Before you finish, make a note in your journal of topics you’ve discussed this week.

