Isca Discipleship Training Course

Group Session 5. Holiness.

Getting Started
Today’s issues are quite serious ones, but we don’t want to be getting negative. Holiness (‘sanctification’) is what Jesus prays for. John 17:17-19:17  “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.” Start by praying that we, for our part, will be the answer to His prayer. He prays this because this is what we are saved for, and what our loving God wants for us – for our best. 
Meaning of Holiness
We saw that the Greek word ‘hagiasmos’ is translated in the New Testament variously as ‘holiness’ and ‘sanctification’.

W.E.Vine (in his “Expository Dictionary of Bible Words) explains meaning of the Greek word thus: 

“Separation to God and the resulting state, and the conduct of those so separated”

In the light of that, discuss the implication of Eph.1:4 “He chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.” 
Scripture 1

Read 1 Pet.1: 13-17. How do you view the idea of being holy, as God is holy?

(a) Discuss what is meant by the expression ‘He (God) is Holy’.

(b) Discuss the implication of us being ‘holy, as He is holy’.
(c) What is the implication in these verses of ‘prepare your minds for action’?

Video Clip with Simon Guillebaud

1. In the above clip, Simon spoke about “consumer Christians in a consumer culture, (looking for) relationship with God on our own terms, wanting Jesus at our beck & call, (looking for) blessing and no cost, emphasising happiness over holiness”. Discuss: is there any truth in this in our own lives?

2. Simon then asked the searching question, “Are you following Jesus, or are you expecting Him to follow you?”    

Reflect on where you stand on this question, share with one another.  Pray about it if you need to.

Below I have listed the issues from Gal 5:19-26. I’ve called what we usually refer to as the Fruit of the Spirit as the Acts of Holiness. In session 3 we were invited to pick any weaknesses from that list, and it would be good now to reflect as to whether there has been any progress since then.
Now look at the other list and share if there are any issues there that need to address in you. Pray for one another re both lists.
The acts of he sinful nature




¬

The acts of holiness

sexual immorality, impurity, debauchery



¬

love

idolatry,
witchcraft





¬

joy

discord,
jealousy






¬

peace

fits of rage, selfish ambition




¬

patience

dissensions, factions





¬

kindness

envy







¬

faithfulness

drunkenness






¬

gentleness

orgies







¬

self control

(`& the like)






¬

(`& such things`)
(The sexual issues are so important in these days of ‘anything goes’, if you want [or need] look at 1 Thess.2:3-8)

Remember the “For best results follow Maker’s instructions” bit; and also the gyroscope illustration. All positively for our best. 

Scripture 2

Read 2 Cor.3:16:18. You may remember I suggested that ‘holiness’ is the state, whereas ‘sanctification’ is the process. In this Scripture, the process is put in other words – but the same result - growing more like Jesus in character and actions. Pray for one another as appropriate as you finish.

Final Thought: Being a disciple of Jesus is a relationship of LOVE. Whilst He calls for obedience and commitment, this is not out of ‘law’, but a joyous response from a heart He has changed. WHAT A PRIVILEGE! PRAISE HIS WONDERFUL NAME!!














