
DTC  Talk 1 Jesus worth following

1. Activity.     What’s so good about Jesus?

Sheet and note some comments…  Summarisers…

Introduction

Discipleship:   Ruffling the nest

We love and care for each other, but a season to reassure, provoke, give confidence!

Encouragement to a deeper, more significant friendship with Jesus

Likeness to him and people recognise him as they watch us!

Eg. My summer flights!

Eg Easyjet. Jeff Lucas Quote

Collective reading Colossians 1:15-20

15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

John 1:1-5

 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

Hebrews1:1-4

 1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.

Matthew 11:28-30

28 "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."  

The yoke is his teaching: His way. 

We go his way and become like him
a) He creates, sustains, rules, reigns, SAVES! reconciles, restores, heals, serves, renews, cares, has compassion, supreme, makes peace, unites, empowers, includes, commissions, leads, loves, he longs for all to repent, has all authority
b) He is victorious, eternal, unchanging, all surpassing, God! Life giving, light, the way, truth, life sacrificial, …. 

c) He is gentle, kind, gracious, merciful, sensitive, sinless, holy, human.

Do you want to serve anybody else? 

Maybe not but our will can be obstructive: 

The big ME still likes top spot. My selfish desires (or what I think life owes me!)

And pains and problems can obstruct.
Quote: Steve Chalke, on Jesus at the cross
Christ himself yields

But we choose to lay it down before him… like Legion, Matthew, Philip, Simon Peter…

Testimonies: 

Anthony Fletcher
Barbara Wade

Veronica Boult

Andrew Richardson
You are all followers of Jesus: 

1. Why? How did it come about?

2. What are the best things about following Him?

3. What do you find are the most challenging things about following Jesus?

Summarise!

DVD

General Public interviews… DVD: What does Jesus mean to you?

Ask Vicky and Matt: How did you feel about doing this?

What did it stir within you? Esp ref Glenn Middleton!

We are to be Up, In and Out people!  PICTURE!
2. The Cost of Following Jesus

Matthew 10:37-39

37 "Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves a son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.”

Love based relationship not a religion
Submission to a person not obeying a system of rules 

Peter’s reinstatement
Response to the Holy Spirit: Jesus be Lord.

Matthew 16:24-25

   24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 

I’ve got too big? My needs? My way?

Listen to you. Learn of and from you

Flexible, teachable, humble of heart

Yield!

Living Example: Good and Bad: Threat: Die to victory!
When he is truly LORD we die to ourselves:

Problems are His problems!

Joys are in Him! His energy floods into us: Grace Compassion, fruit of His Spirit.

Are you part of the adventure?  Comfortable with the convenient?: Giving all?

Then we are commissioned: Not to know about him, but to be like Him!

And are sent out to be his ambassadors… to be him to the world.

ACTIVITY: Groups

Getting into our groups and checking when meet, getting materials together.

Issues at the end… Not in a group, let us know now!!!

Serious concerns or issues

PRAY!

Conclusion

Will we give ourselves to Christ: Who else would we follow?

Not just receiving Jesus: Its giving ourselves to him.

Not just receiving the benefits, its taking the responsibilities.

Come on! Leave it behind, the good, the bad, the middling.

He is that cause!

My offering to Him….

Are you living as on the basis of your human past, or the present word of God

Of Christ who makes all things new! World shapers!

Carries your burdens: Give him the chance

Give him the chance to shine through you

Break bread to finish.

