Isca Discipleship Training Course
Group Session 3. The Holy Spirit.

As usual, these notes are not meant to be a ‘straightjacket’, so, again, feel free to go beyond them in what you do and discuss as a group. Be open to the Spirit’s leading, and please go beyond discussion, doing some meaningful ‘business with God’ (One of Barney Coombe’s favourite phrases!)

Getting Started

How has the group gone so far? Summarise anything significant learned, any issue that has impacted you, any progress on resolutions? (Be brief!)

Then begin the session with praise and prayer. Welcome the Holy Spirit as we begin to look at issues to do with Him, and as part of this time look at:-

Scripture 1

Eph.3:16-19. Use the scripture prayerfully (it is one of the so called ‘apostolic prayers’). Pray the segments over each other. (It is obviously good to bring your bible to the group, but if you have forgotten, these verses are written on the back of this sheet).

Activity 1

On Sunday we saw that the 2 initial tasks the Holy Spirit has for believers was 1. Regeneration, and 2. Baptism with the Holy Spirit. On week 1 we shared how we came to know Jesus, so now briefly share how and when you came into the baptism with the Holy Spirit. (Please note: Should you never have had this experience of the Holy Spirit, just be frank and say so. You might want to look into it more, so I am adding on the end some brief notes I wrote about receiving the Baptism with the Holy Spirit. You can look at them at your leisure, and if you want some prayer you only have to ask!)

Discussion

Share with one another how being baptised with the Holy Spirit has helped you in your walk with God.

Scripture 2:    Gal 5:22-25. Read this carefully together (maybe 2 or 3 times)

Activity 2

Each in turn tell the others which of these ‘fruits’ are strongest in your life.

Each in turn tell the others which of these ‘fruits’ are weakest in your life.

Pray for one another about this – you can record it in the journal, and check progress over the coming weeks.

Scripture 3:    1 Cor 12:1-13.  Another passage to read carefully leading to:

Activity 3

Share with one another which, if any, of these ‘gifts’ or ‘manifestations’ of the Spirit you have been able to use.

Reflect on the fact that all these gifts (except the private use of the gift of tongues) are for the benefit of others.

Prayer

Spend a little time waiting on the Lord to see if the Holy Spirit will bring a prophetic word, or another gift, through you.

Pray for one another to move more powerfully in these precious gifts ‘for the common good’, as Paul puts it.

1. Conclusion
You’ve got this far – well done! If you still have time finish by reflecting on the following verses:

2. Gal.5: 25  Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

3. Phil.3:3     we... worship by the Spirit of God,

4. Eph.6:18  pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.

What wonderful provision is available for us to live for Jesus! May He help us to continually ‘be filled with the Spirit’ (Eph.5:18)

THE MAIN SCRIPTURES FOR THIS SESSION

Eph 3:16  I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being,

17  so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,

18  may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,

19  and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

(Emphasis to help specific prayer points)

Gal.5: 22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

23  gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.

24  Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.

25  Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

1 Cor.12: 5  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.

6  There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.

7  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.

8  To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9  to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,

10  to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.

11  All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.

HOW TO RECEIVE THE BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT
(a) Repentance   e.g. Acts 2:38 

He is the HOLY Spirit. Acts 2:38; 1 John 1:9; Ps.. 51:1-3,10-11 cp. Is.63:9-11, 1 Cor.6:18-19.

Keep short accounts with God. Repentance essential if we are to move on with God. (Ps.66:18)

(b) Thirst for more of the Lord Jesus  John 7:37-39

The Holy Spirit’s main task is to glorify Jesus e.g. John 16:13-14

Desire for more of Jesus is so much more important than desire for ‘signs and wonders’.

(c) Ask  Luke 11:13
Context of ongoing asking v.9-10 (the Greek apparently suggest continuous asking)

After we have received the baptism with the Holy Spirit, we need often to come asking for the filling and anointing of the Holy Spirit.

However, remember James 4:2-3 and ask God to help us with our motives.

(d)  Drink  John 7:37-39
Drinking is an act of faith. See Mark 11:24 and note also v.25 (essential for any dealing with God).

(e) Laying on of Hands
E.g. Luke 13:13; Matt 19:13-15; Mark 16:18; Acts 5:12; 14:3; 19:11; 1 Tim.4:14; 2 Tim.1:6

So often practised in Scripture.

Although not essential, it is often very helpful in the release of the Holy Spirit.

(f) Note on Speaking in Tongues
Much spoken about in Scripture, e.g. Mark 16:7; 1 Cor.14:5-6

Not a sign or condition to the receiving of the Holy Spirit, but normally should follow.

However, it is important to note that inability to speak in tongues does not signify that the baptism with the Holy Spirit has not been received.
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