Isca Discipleship Training Course: Not Yet Followers

Group Notes [from Sunday 21st March]

(1) People are loved by God

One of my main points from Sunday was that God loves people – no matter how near or far they are from the Kingdom. Overleaf is the excerpt from Charles Finney’s sermon in case you want to refer to it.

It is a mistake to view ourselves as a bunch of ‘not so bad’ Christians in a ‘depraved’ world. God does not view people as falling into two distinct ‘classes’ but as a continuum of good/bad all of whom need his saving grace. Jesus was more concerned with the salvation of people, not how far from God they happened to be when he met them; what they could become as redeemed followers, not exactly how bad they were at the moment.

(i) Do we spend too much time analysing the degree of ‘badness’ of people we meet? (Condemnation)

(ii) Do we spend enough time looking for their potential future in Christ? (Faith)

Without wishing to encourage some sort of ‘competition’ in wickedness it would be useful if group members could share with each other whether they were encouraged into the Kingdom by being confronted by their ‘badness’ ( (i) above) or by being presented with the ‘good news ((ii) above)!

(2) People are loved by Us

Our Isca Church logo states that we love people.

(i) Is there anything practical I can do as an individual to show this?

(ii) Is there anything practical we can do as a group to show this?

Equally importantly:

(iii) Is there anything I need to change in my own attitudes so that I treat people with compassion, so that I show them God’s grace?

(2) People are loved by people who emulate Christ

We are almost at the end of our Discipleship Training Course.

(i) Do we feel that we have learnt something about how our attitudes and actions emulate those of Christ? Have we learnt that some need changing? Please pray for each other that any such changes continue.

More importantly we want to become more Christ-like, not just know more about how we ought to be.

(ii) Do we feel that we are actually changing (instead of just knowing more) through this process of discipleship training? What changes can you see in yourself? What changes can you see in others?

[Don’t panic if you can’t see major changes instantly! God can change us instantly … but he can also change us incrementally; being changed ‘from one degree of glory to another’]

Please finish by praying for each other:

· that we will remember to show the grace and love of God to all we meet

· that we will remember that the unlovely are also loved by God

· that we will be able to show that grace and love in practical ways

THE WONDERFUL LOVE OF GOD
(excerpt from a Sermon delivered on Sunday morning, December 22, 1850)
BY THE REV. Charles G. FINNEY
The object of this love is the world; not a part of it, but the world. There is no reason in the nature of things why one part of mankind should be loved, more than another part, because, observe, this love was not exercised to saints as such, and had not respect to the character of the men of the world; but it was to a world of sinners, towards which this love was exercised. God loved men as a race, as sinners, the enemies of God. Now there was no reason why part of the race of sinners should be loved, and not all of them; and the same kind of love which could possibly love a part of men, of necessity, from its very nature loved the whole of them--this is the only love, a universal love, which could have been exercised towards man by a good being. 

They not only had no claim upon him for this love, but there were great reasons for his destroying them; yet, nevertheless so great was the value of their souls, so much did he pity them in view of their coming and certain destruction, and so greatly did he love their happiness and desire it, that overcoming all obstacles in the way he rose above any disposition to punish them, or retaliate upon them for their wickedness, and sought only to do them good.
